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.‘.”""'"" Namrate S, Kumar, veleposlanice Republike
Indije v Republiki Sloveniji

Mushandas Karaméand Gandhi ~ Mahatma Gandhi, apostol miru in nenasilja, rojen ¥
shisnne drudine 2, oktobra 1869 v obalnem mestu Porbandar v zvezni drzavi Gudzarat
o Lisehlji, Jo vend ds Indije Elovestvu, Boree za svobiodo, filozof, moralist, duhovni iskalec
A wsanicevalee resnice v praksi Mahatma Gandhi je Zivel to, kar je govoril in v kar je
wetel Verjel je, da nenasilie in strpnost zahtevita ves poguma kot sredstva z uporabo
snllin, i potrpeztjivost, resnicn in miroljubna sredstva nikoli niso izguba Easa. Nagela,
0 Katesih je givel svoje Zivlienje, so se dotaknila dus ljudi prek meja, dus ljudi narodov
welin. Kot je rehno povedal Martin Luther King ml., je »Mahatma Gandhi v svojem
Alipnfu poosebljal nekater univerzalng nadels, ki so neloljivo povezana z moralno
stk vesolju, in ta nadela so tako neizogibna kot zakon gravitacije.s
Gilubalno povezani svet, ki ga je preplavila unicujoéa pandemija covida-19, nena-
i ol ved bil zdruzen, saj je vsaka drzava Zivela kot otok. Dobro delujoca soodvisnost
J# il postavliena pred izziv zaradi dolgotrajnih zaprtij in nenadnih locitev nasih med
Webi] prepletenih Zivienj. Zarka svetlobe za prezivetie ni bilo mogoée najti nikjer drugje
West v swmem sebi. T4 &asi so nam znova dokazali, da Gandhijeva nagela in prakse loka-
Hanidje, roadedijo, zanndunja sumega nase in na lokalno preizvajanje niso bili pomembni
s v S boji za svobodo, ampak so bili tudi refitye 2a Gase, ki sele bodo priéhi, da bi se
Aol v arli vase, ozavestili resnico situacije in poiskali v sebi moé ter se opolnomodili
& ton, da ve zanesemo sami nase in di smo nase ponosni,
Dine 12, muja 2020, ko so se drzave po vsem svetu soofale s pandemijo covida-19,
j‘t Anhijoki premier Narendra Modi razksil vizijo, da bo Indija postala samozadostna
utma Nirbhar') s proizvajanjem v Indiji in podpiranjem lokalne proizvodnje blaga
* ponkanutvom ‘Glis za lokaino' ('Vacal for Local”). Korenine poslanstva 'Glas za lokaine'
(Wl fir Local) izhajujo iz gibanja readeti Mahatme Gandbija iz leta 1905, ki ga je
ulaipaj » Stevilnimi uglednimi borei za svobodo spodbujal z namenom, da bi med prebi-
valel Indije vzbudil obtutke ponosi na svojo drzavo. Indijee je spodbujal k proizvodnii in
upnabi lokalno proizvedenih dobrin, da bi dosegli samozadostnost. Lokalizacija v tem
ittt e pormeni zapiranga veat ali ustviarjanja meja, ampak poudarja krepitev ekono-
wnbje snmozadostnosti in ekonomije soseske, pri cemer se blago proizvija iz lokalno
surpolodjivege materlala, 7 lokalno delovno silo in lokalnimi rehnikami pod lokalnimi/
fiichandlnimi blagoviiml znamkami za domadi in svetomni g, Lokalizacija ne prepre-
duje uporabe Waga/izdelkoy iz drogih dizay, ampak pomeni, da nuj narod proizvaja in
uporablin ysaj tsto, kar je mogode Zabka protzvesti 2 lokalno dostopnimi surovinami in
spwmobnostmi, Ta dokalizucijo je dobila 'gla’ & posebnim pozivom premierja Narendre
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Modija prebivatcem Indije med zapriji zaradi pandemije covida 19, ko dezuve niso ime-
le druge izbire, kot dn so se zazrle same vase in se okreplle s swojimi fastnimi zmo-
#nostmi — zlasti v zvezi 2 zadovuljevanjem najosnovnejiih potreb v povezavi & Kljucénimi
sekeorji, vkljuéno z 1T- in e-upravo, pametnimi mesti, urbanim razvejem, Stanovanj-
sko politiko, industrijami, mikm-, malimi in srednjimi podjetji, prometom, Zeleznicami,
zdravstyom, vodo in sanitarno politiko; izobraevanjem in usposabljanjem itd. — kot
sredstvi za zagotavljanje samozadostnosti in zascite pravic in interesov lokalne delov-
ne sile, katere prezivetje je bilo odvisno le od drzavne podpore, Naloga misije ‘Glas zu
lokalno' ("Vocal for Lecal’) Indiji ni pomagala le previhariti izzivov pandemije, ampuk je
okrepila veé ranljivih delov drzave, ki jih je pandemija najbolj prizadela, in prispevala k
temu, da so postali samozadostni ('Aatma Nirbbar'). Hkrati so ta sredstva postala kljuéna
gonila drzave, da odloéno nastopi z refitvami za svet, ki lokalno povezuje z globalnim.
Misiju 'Glas za lokatne' ('Vacal for Local’), ki temelji na Gandhijevem uvoznem nacelu
gibanja swadesd, se je danes v Indiji ponovno pojavila kot ljudsko gibanje s poudarkom ni
posamezniku ('Aatma Nirhhar Individual’), druzbi (! Aatma Nirbbar Society’) in narodu
(' Aatma Nirbhar Nation') za sploino globalno dobro élovedtva.

Medtem ko je pandemija covida-19 na stevilne nagine pokazala pomembnost Ze
v Gandhijeviem €asu preizkugenih nagel, sta njegovi nafeli miru in nenasilja temelj, na
katerem danes sloni in bo 7a vedno slonela stabilnost svetovne ureditve. V' svetu, ki
je sooten z nasiljern, so Gandhijeva nadela miru in nenasilja danes enako pomembna,
motda celo bolj, kot so bila v éasu svojega nastanka in ko so bila udejanjena v indijskem
boju za svobodo proti kolonialni vladavini ter doseganju neodvisnosti od nje. Nasilje je
danes drugatno — sega vse od nusilja v druzini do vojaske ofenzive, od kibernetskih vojn
do terorizma, od napadov na druzabnih omrezjih do emicnega, rasnega, spolnega ter
medverskega nasilja in e veé ... Nasilje najde vse nacine, da se uresnici. V tako tezavnih
obdobjih postanejo Gandhijeva nacela smiselna in nedvomno relevantna, saj v tem Casu
ni nobene druge moZnosti in nobenega nadomestila za mir in dialog,

Med letoma 1937 in 1948 je bil Gandhi petkrat nominiran za Nobelovo nagrado za
mir. V éasu, ko je 14. Dalajlama leta 1989 prejel omenjeno nagrado, je odbor za Nobelo-
vo nagrado za mir dejal, da je slednja »delno poklon spominu na Mahatmo Gandhija«.
Razglasitev njegovega rojstnega dne, 2. oktobra, za mednarodni dan nenasilja je tudi
najbolj pomenljiv poklon svetovne skupnosti Gandhiju, kar je lepo uspelo tudi profese-
rici Nini Petek z Oddelka za filozofijo Filozofske fakultete Univerze v Ljubljani z or-
ganizacijo skbno zasnovanega seminarja v hibridni obliki, kjer so poznavalei Gandhija
iz Indije, Slovenije in Zdruzenih drzav Amerike predstavili svoje referate in se skupaj
spominjali Gandhija, Seminar, ki je bil organiziran septembra 2020 kot véliki finale pra-
#novanja 150. obletnice rojstva Gandhija, nas je v éasih, ko smo se borili proti pandemiji
covida-19, spommil na nago skupno moe, da uresni¢imo nade Zelje po dobrobith svetovne
skupnosti na kolektivno miroljubne, strpne in nenasilne nadine.

r————

Profesoriel Nint Perek trekam posehno zahvalo za njen negmornl rud, da je
s il nanrali, v sodelujocto z njihove pronieljive prigpevke ly predsavitve,
Ondibitk e Mozofifo, Filozofiki fakulret, Univerz v Ljubljani in Sektorju 2 zunanjo
ko Minivstva za sunanje zadeve Vinde Republike Indije po za podporo tej
bt Zelio s, da bi se nade sodelovanje nadiljevalo in da bi §e naprej sledili in
FI.:::I spomdils Gandhijevih niukov o mira in nenantlju za boljii, miren ter sieden svet
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Namrata 5. Kumir,
veleposlanica Republike Indije
v Republiki Sloveniji



by Namrata S. Kumar, Ambassador of the
blic of India to the Republic of Slovenia

T i humble family on 2% October 1869 in the coastal city of Porbandar in the
of Gujarat in India, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi = Mahatma Gandhi, an
Apostle of peace und nonviolence, is Indias eternal gift o mankind. A freedom fighter,
pmmnmmlm.upmmmt, and a practitioner of truth, Mahatma Gandhi li-
ol st bie spoke and believed in. e believed that nonviolence and tolerance required
ke conrage than violent wiys; that patience, truth, and peaceful means dre never wi-
sised e pringiples by which he lived his life touched the souls of people across borders,
ki, and continents. As rightly said by Martin Luther King, Jr., “Mahatma Gandhi
bl in i lifie certain universal principles that are inherent in the moral structure
ol Wl giverse, and these principles are as inescapible as the law of gravitation.”
Ciripped by the devastating COVID-19 pandemic health crisis, the globally con-
Jipeted world suddenly got disconnected, with each country living like an istand. The
wull iled interdopendence was challenged in the face of prolonged lockdowns and
fireuks in our intertwined lives. The ray of light for survival was to be found
diwhero but within. These times showed us once again that Gandhi Ji's principles and
enitioen of Localization, Swadesh, ‘Self-veliance’, and ‘Make-locally wese not just rele-
:Wma imes of fieedom struggle but were the solutions for all times to come, for
il 10 addapt by introspecting and looking inwards, to assess the ‘truth’ of the situation
senihing ourselves for our own strengths and to empower ourselves with ‘Self-reliance’
Ay, pricde in ourselves.
i 12" May 2020, when the countries across the globe encounter the COVID-19
pneleaie, the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a vision to make In-
At Nishbar (Self-reliant)’ by ‘Making in India’ and supporting the production of
il goisds under ‘Vocal for Local wission. The roots of ‘Vécal for Local lie in Mahatma
Chunndhl’s 1905 ‘Soadeshs movement when Gandhi Ji, along with many prominent free-
Wustn Hgghters of the country, promoted the Suwadeshi mevement to instill feelings of pride
fior the country among the people of India. And he encouraged the people of India to
produce and use locally made goods to achieve self-reliance. ‘Localization’ lere does not
fun elosing doors or creating boundaries, Essentially, it emphasises strengthening the
Fuonomy of self-reliance' and the ‘Economy of Neighbourhood' where the goods are
rosduced from locally available aterial, with local manpower and local techniques un=
e tocud/national brands for both, the domestic and global market. ‘Localization’ here
i 1ot stop us from using goods/products from other countries, It means that the
nathon should produce and use at feast thae which can be easity produced with locally
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aviilable materials and strengths, This Localizarion’ became " Focul with Prime Minister's
Marendra Modi special appeal made to the people of India during the COVID-19 pan

demic lockdowns when every country had no cheice but to look fnwards and empower
imelf with its inherent strengths ~ particularly with respect to addressing the most basic
needs concerning the key sectors including 1T and e-governance, smart cities, urban
development, housing, industries, micro-, small and medium enterprises, transport, rail-
wiys, heulth, water and sanitation, education and skill development, etc. — as a means
to ensute self-reliance and to protect the rights and interests of local work-force, which
depended for their livelihood only on the state support. The ‘Foal for Local” mission
not anly helped India surf through the pandemic challenges but it empowered several
villnerahle sections of the country that were most hit by the pandemic helping them
bevorme atma Nirdhar (self-reliant)’. At the same time, they became 4 crucial driver
for the country to emerge strongly with solutions for the world connecting ‘Local with
Cilubal Vol for Local based on Gandhi Ji%s import’s tenet of ‘Swadeshi movement once
i emierged ws @ people’s movement in India in the present times with an emphasis
on ‘datma Nivbhar Individual, Aatma Nirbbar Society, and Aatma Nirbhar Nation' for the
wlobal good, for the mankind at large.

While the COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated the relevance of Gandhi Ji's time-
“tested principles in more than one way, his principles of peace and nonviolence are the
foundation on which the stability of global order rests today and will rest forever. In a
world thit withesses violence, Gandhi’s principles of peace and nonviolence are as rele-
vint today, perhaps even more than they were when first originated and put into prac-
tice for India's freedom struggle against colonial rule and attaining independence from
it. Violence today is not conventional anymore. From domestic violence to the military
offensive, cyber wirs to terrorism, social media attacks to cﬂinic.mcial.gend:r.nnd com-
il violence, and more .. It finds any and many ways of realising itself, In times so
troubled, Gandhi's principles become more meaningful and unquestionably relevant, for
there i no option and no substitute for peace and dislogue.

Between 1937 and 1948 Gandhi i was nominated five times for the Nobel Peace
Prize. At the time when 14" Dalai Lama was awarded the Peace Prize in 1989, the No-
el Pedce Prize committee said that this was “in part a tribute to the memory of Mahat-
ma Crandhi®. Declaration of his birth date 2 October 1o be observed as the “Internati-
onal Day of Nonviolence” is also the most meaningful tribute by the global community
to hirn, which has been so heautifully put together by Professor Nina Petek, from the
Department of Philasophy, Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana in the compilation
of the papers presented by the Gandhian Schiolars from Tndia, Slovenia and the United
States of Americn who gathered in the hybrid format of  meticulously designed semi-
nae by Professor Petek, remermbering Gandhi Ji collectively. "the Seminir orgariived in
September 2020 as the grand finale of Candhi 1 150" birth anniverary celebrations,

i thia tiimes when we were collectively fighting the COVID-19 pandemic romindod us
bt e collective strenth to uchiove our nlpiruﬂt;as for tliu: well-being of the global
sty through collective peaceful, tolermnt, ant nonviolent ways.

' up?enn mygrpcciul gm'll.ludc to Professor Nina Petek for hef tireless effort to
ity s compilation to fruition, to all the contributors for their insightful papers and
prssentations, o the Department of Philosophy, the Faq.dty of Am, and the Ummsiry
of Ljubljana for their support and the External Publicity Di\rlfzsz of thr:‘]\r‘hmstry of
Paternal Affiirs, Government of India, for supporting this publication. [ wish our saso-
Wbl continues and we carry on following and spreading the message of Gandhi Ji's

wauhings on peace and nonviolence for @ betrer, peaceful, and happy world and future.

Namrata 8, Kumar
Ambassador of the Republic of India
to the Republic of Slovenia

S i




